[Three geriatric wards of a psychiatric hospital (GAPZ): a comparison of patient admissions].
The aim of this investigation was the description and comparison of problems of patients admitted to three geriatric wards of a mental hospital. The study took place in the geriatric units at the Vincent van Gogh Institute of psychiatry in Venray, the Netherlands and was retrospective. Data obtained from discharge letters were analysed and the relevant diagnoses and the aetiology of the problems of all patients admitted in 1994 were categorised and compared. This was done bij means of classification systems and models of Fried et al. The problems of patients admitted to the geriatric unit of a mental hospital very frequently appeared to be combined problems of a psychiatric, somatic and/or social nature. In only 58% there was a simple connection between the cause(s) and the current problems. Differences between the three wards were small and non significant. In conclusion, the problems of the patients, admitted to the geriatric units of a mental hospital, did not differ significantly between the three wards. Furthermore, they are complex in terms of diagnosis, aetiology and/or treatment.